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The Atlanta Preservation Center sponsored the National 

Register for the historic English Avenue elementary school.   

See page 3. 

The architectural design firm Historical 

Concepts created an exhibition of architec-

tural drawings. The hand-drawn architec-

tural sketch above is of the L. P. Grant 

Mansion. See page 8. 

The Atlanta Preservation Center celebrated the centennial 

anniversary of the armistice that helped end WW1.   

See page 9. 

The Atlanta Preservation Center co-sponsored 

a nomination for the Atlanta-Fulton Central 

Library to the National Register of Historic 

Places. Discover more about this architecturally 

significant building with a guest article by local 

architect Dean Baker on page 2. 

The concerns that the 

APC has long-voiced for 

the Zero Mile Post came 

to fruition. See page 4 

for details. 
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The Atlanta Central Library, designed by Marcel Breuer, shows the city’s embrace-

ment of modern architecture as a reflection of a new Atlanta that used these sym-

bolic forms to represent a peaceful and progressive new type of city.  One that 

reflected the physical influence of the Civil Rights Movement through a shift to a 

starkly modern style by those institutions that wished to reflect their progressive 

nature by making a stylistic break with the past.  The Atlanta Central Library repre-

sents this concept as a space that is truly welcoming to all.   

The previous Carnegie Library on the same site was integrated in 1960, by Dr. 

Irene Dobbs Jackson, a professor at Spelman College.  At that time, African-

American patrons were allowed in the library, but only to read books in the base-

ment.  Dr. Jackson was the daughter of John Wesley Dobbs who co-founded the 

Atlanta Negro Voters League in 1937 and taught his six daughters never to accept segregation unless it was absolutely neces-

sary.  Since “it was no pleasure to go in the back door.”  

Atlanta’s embracement of modernism reached a high point following the 1970 election of Sam Massell as Atlanta Mayor.  The elec-

tion of Massell was the first where the African American voting block that grew from the Atlanta Negro Voter’s League, was visibly 

able to influence the outcome of the election, separate from the wishes of the business community.  The choice of a new library from 

Mayor Massell was a public demonstration of support for the African American community that shows both the significance of the 

library as a symbol of integration and respect to the political players that helped Massell to get elected.  

The selection of Marcel Breuer followed the opening of the 1966 Whitney Museum in New York City.  Carlton C. Rochelle Direc-

tor of the Atlanta Public Library was eager to have “a world class building” for the new library that would require a “world class archi-

tect”, he reinforced his opinion for selecting Marcel Breuer by stating, “ If you want a home run you pick Hank Aaron”.  

The architectural team was headed by Breuer’s partner Hamilton Smith and associate Carl Stein, joined by preeminent local archi-

tects during the period, Stevens & Wilkinson, who also handled the structural engineering.  A model was built from the Breuer de-

sign, and it was considered by the Library Board in Atlanta to be a highly successful interpretation of their program that they believed 

would make the best use of natural light and windows.    The exterior of the building was intended to remain monumental, retaining 

its distinctive character and significance even when dwarfed by larger buildings.  

This shift toward total integration in Atlanta progressed with the 1974 election of Maynard Jackson, son of Dr. Irene Dobbs Jackson 

and grandson of John Wesley Dobbs, as Atlanta’s first black Mayor.  In the same year a bond referendum was passed to raise money 

for construction of the new Atlanta Central Library.  In 1976, Ella Gaines Yates was promoted and appointed as the first African-

American director of the library system to oversee construction of new Central Library.  The building was completed ahead of sched-

ule and under budget while using the city’s new, and then controversial, Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) participation require-

ments.  Mayor Maynard Jackson led dedication ceremonies on May 25th, 1980, joined by his mother.  Marcel Breuer was unable to 

attend due to ill health and died soon after. 

The Central Library is an extension and design representation of this integration period in Atlanta.  Its connection to this period of 

change, from the election of Sam Massell, Atlanta’s first Jewish Mayor, elected with significant African American support combined 

with his successor, Maynard Jackson Jr.’s legacy as a representative of Atlanta’s black elite.  The design of the new Central Library 

shows the aspirations and monumental expression of an integrated Atlanta on an international stage through Brutalist concrete form.  
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PRESERVATION PROGRESS:  Atlanta Central Library by Dean Baker, AICP, LEED at Big RIG 

Central Library Building 

Marcel Breuer 

Photo:  Robert F. Gatje and the 

Bauhaus Archiv  
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APC’S UPCOMING EXCURSIONS:  NATCHEZ, MS  

This March, join members at the Building Block level and higher on an excursion to the 

historic Natchez, MS and its environs.  Guests will enjoy access to several of the significant 

antebellum homes, both public and private, in the region, including Stanton Hall, Linden 

and Lansdowne.  The trip will include a special dinner at Choctaw and The Elms.  Luxury 

accommodations will be at the Historic Monmouth Inn.  Pricing is $1,750 per person and 

will include lodging, donation and site admission costs and several meals.   

 

Space is limited; contact gabrielle@preserveatlanta.com for more information. 

To the right,, Choctaw Hall (pictured left) 

The Elms (far right)  

Photos by visitnatchez.org and Elisa Rolle 

Historic Monmouth Inn 

Photo:  Monmouth Inn website 
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PRESERVATION PROGRESS (continued) 

In our prior newsletter we announced the APC-sponsored nomination of 

Vine City’s English Avenue Elementary School to both the Georgia and 

the National Registers of Historic Places.  The APC is pleased to tell you 

that following publication of the newsletter, the school was  

successfully added to the Georgia Register of Historic Places and is now 

under consideration by the review board for the National Register.  In 

celebration of this exciting step towards the school’s preservation, the 

Atlanta Preservation Center hosted a party on November 8 celebrating 

this event, as well as the birthday of Representative “Able” Mable  

Thomas, whose Greater Vine City Opportunities Program has worked 

with the APC to push for the school’s preservation and adaptive reuse.  

The festivities drew attendance from several other state legislators,  

including Representatives Robert Trammel, Sandra Scott, Sharon 

Beasley Teague, and Erica Thomas.  Guests enjoyed a DJ spinning  

contemporary music, an array of dishes, including barbecue from local 

Grant Park restaurant Daddy D’z, and rounded out the evening with a 

cake celebrating English Avenue and “Able” Mable Thomas. 

English Avenue School successfully added to the Georgia Register;  

below, scenes from the November 8th celebration. 

At left, Rep. Thomas and Rep. David Dreyer.  Below, Rep. Sandra Scott, Rep. Mable Thomas,  

Rep. Bob Trammel, Rep. Sharon Beasley Teague, and Rep. Erica Thomas. At bottom right, an  

architectural detail on the English Avenue School. 
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In our prior newsletter, the Atlanta Preservation 

Center reiterated its concern over the imminent 

danger to the City’s Zero Mile Post, an indelible 

artifact of Atlanta’s birth and growth as a City in-

trinsically linked to the expansion of the railroads.  

The building protecting the marker is slated for 

demolition and the fate of the mile post has been 

uncertain for many years; the APC has long feared 

that the marker would be removed from its histori-

cal home and context or possibly lost or destroyed. 

Over the last weekend in October, the APC’s fears 

were realized when the Atlanta History Center and 

the Georgia Building Authority, without notice, 

uprooted the monument and installed it at the 

Atlanta History Center, where it will be interpreted 

outside of its original context in an exhibit about 

the role of the railroads in Atlanta.  The surreptitious relocation and lack of public transparency is per-

ceived as an exhibition of poor faith by the parties; it is a decision that has left the APC and many At-

lanta residents furious. 

 

For many years, the APC has advocated for keeping the Zero Mile Post, and other historic railroad 

components of the Gulch, such as the Circle Wye, intact. In an April 25, 2018 article from the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, APC Executive Director Boyd Coons noted: 

 

‘“Downtown’s entire street grid grew around the city’s rail connections,” Coons said, and “the Zero 

Mile Post is at the center of all that. It’s the city’s central anchor.”’ 

 

The marker, in its current spot since 1850 and later hidden away in a parking garage at the Central 

Avenue Viaduct, was originally placed in 1837 to mark the original southern terminus point of the 

Western and Atlantic railroad, which gave Atlanta its original moniker of Terminus.  The original bor-

ders of the City, renamed Atlanta in 1845, were drawn in a one-mile radius from this point and the 

State Depot near Pryor Street, and an 1874 city charter extended this radius.  As recently as May 2018, 

the Atlanta City Council passed a resolution to preserve the 1850 Zero Mile Post in place.  The resolu-

tion called for the preservation of the Western and Atlantic Railroad Zero-Mile Post in its historic site 

underneath the Central Avenue viaduct. The City resolved to work with the State of Georgia such that 

the 1850 Zero Mile Post "shall be protected and remain in perpetuity in its historic site underneath the 

Central Ave Viaduct where it shall be easily accessible to visitors and residents seeking to better under-

stand and connect with the history of this great history."  

 

It is the APC’s belief that preserving history and the revitalization of Downtown and the Gulch can and 

should peacefully coexist.  In an interview with The Guardian just before the marker’s removal, Execu-

tive Director Boyd Coons noted: 

 

“We’ve got to save the best things,” says Coons. “They are the material for a better future city. Atlanta 

is a forward-looking place, and proud of it - but there’s nothing to say that can’t involve preservation. 

And anything has to be more interesting than a parking lot.” 

 

The APC’s hope and entreaty to the Atlanta History Center and the Georgia Building Authority is that they utilize the tolling of their five-

year license agreement to work towards recognition of the critical value of keeping this historic monument in the heart of the City and to 

make a committed effort to return the original monument – not a replica—to its historic locale. 

ENDANGERED 

The Zero Mile post in its prior  

downtown location.  

Photo by: Gabrielle Dean 

A close-up view of  a downtown photo 

believed to show an the pre-Underground 

location of the Zero Mile Post (located to 

the right of the people); circa 1920s-30s.   

Photo by: Gabrielle Dean 

DONATE:  ANNUAL FUND 

We know that the end of the year goes by quickly with a rush of demands for your time, attention, and support.  As you read through this 

and our recent editions APC’s Preservation Times, we encourage you to see all of the ways your support has helped us foster our youth 

and adult educational programs, advocacy, events, staffing, and more.  On the opposite page, you will see a list of the many individuals, 

families, organizations and businesses that have supported the APC in the last fiscal year.  As the calendar year ends, we are right in the 

middle of our 2018-2019 fiscal year.  Will you consider adding YOUR name to this list? 

The unearthed full post awaiting installation 

at the Atlanta History Center. 

“We’ve got to save the best things,” says 

Coons. “They are the material for a better 

future city. Atlanta is a forward-looking 

place, and proud of it - but there’s nothing 

to say that can’t involve preservation. And 

anything has to be more interesting than a 

parking lot.” 
 
F. H. Boyd Coons, quoted in The Guardian.  

October 23,2018.  For more, see: 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/oct/23/

lost-city-of-atlanta-historic-building-parking-lot 

https://www.myajc.com/news/local/debate-already-begun-zero-mile-post-fate/FUZaAn36WUEYW7gXKsUdGI/
https://www.myajc.com/news/local/debate-already-begun-zero-mile-post-fate/FUZaAn36WUEYW7gXKsUdGI/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/oct/23/lost-city-of-atlanta-historic-building-parking-lot
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Gifts of $5,000 and Above 

Mr. & Mrs. Howell E. Adams, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Howell E. Adams III 

Anne Cox Chambers Foundation 

Mr. F.H. Boyd Coons 

The Estate of Gibson C. Cornwell 

Georgia Power Co. 

WSB-TV Family2Family 

Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999 

Mr. Derek Aynsley 

City of Atlanta 

Colonial Dames Atlanta Town Committee 

Ms. Lavona Currie 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip I. Dunklin 

Mrs. Jacquelynne P. Lanham 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Leslie 

Mr. & Mrs. George Nemhauser 

Mr. & Mrs. James T. Wayt 

Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499 

Mr. Shepard B. Ansley 

Mrs. William Bowen Astrop 

Ms. Eleanor Banister 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Alan Elsas 

Estate Of William L. Cawthon, Jr. 

Georgia Humanities Council 

Mr. Bryan M. Grant III 

Mr. Philip H. Gwynn, Sr. 

Harold Hirsch Scholarship Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ronald Hinson 

Mr. Thornton Kennedy 

Lanier-Goodman Foundation 

McAliley Endowment Trust 

Mr. William E. Pennington 

Mr. Daniel B. Rather 

Ms. Amanda Rhein 

Mr. Leon R. Robbins, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles U. Slick 

Ms. Elizabeth Morgan Spiegel 

Thomas H. Lanier Family Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. James K. Warren 

Mr. & Mrs. Bennett H. Woodward 

Gifts of $500 to $999 

AIAGA 

Atlanta Downtown Improvement District, Inc. 

Atlanta Historical Society, Inc. 

Bryans Foundation Inc 

Mr. & Mrs. Beauchamp C. Carr 

CIRCA 

Mr. M. Berry Grant, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven W. Hays 

Ms. Laura Howard 

Mr. Christopher Kellen 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Luxemburger 

Mr. & Mrs. David Schachter 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack F. Reeves 

The Trolley Barn 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseoh B. Vivona 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Yellowlees 

Gifts of $250 to $499 

Mr. Neal M. Allen 

Atlanta Woman's Club 

Ms. Jennifer M. Ball 

Mr. Thomas A. Barrow 

Ms. Claudia J. Bonfe 

Mr. Thomas A. Bowman 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ware Bush 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Caproni 

Mrs. Carol J. Clark 

Ms. Amy S. Durrell & Mr. Russell M. Currey 

Grant Park Conservancy 

Mr. & Mrs. Nowland B. Gwynn II 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher M. Hadorn 

Ms. Virginia Lee Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Heerin 

Ms. Susanne W. Howe 

Ms. Karen Huebner 

Mr. John Izard 

Mr. Christopher Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin D. Kell 

Mr. Alfred D. Kennedy & Dr. William R. Kenny 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Hampton Morris 

Mrs. Catherine A. Mullins 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Petersen 

Ms. Mary Rabideau 

Mr.  Mark B. Riley 

St. Anne's Episcopal Church 

Mr. Eugene L. Surber 

The 2492 Fund 

Mr. Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. 

Mr. Glenn S. Wrightson 

Ms. Mtamanika Youngblood 

Gifts of $125 to $249 

Mr. Jeff Ashworth 

Atlanta Civil War Roundtable 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Banta 

Mr. John Beach 

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Bradshaw 

Ms. Regina A. Brewer 

Mrs. Thomas Hal Clarke, Sr. 

Col. Robert F. Clayton 

Ms. Cindy Cox 

Mr. Eric Davis 

Ms. Gabrielle Dean 

Mrs. Teresa W. Dobrosky 

Ms. Deborah Eason 

Dr. Mary-Elizabeth Eason & Mr. William Eason 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Frolich 

Ms. Nina E. Gentry 

Grant Park Neighborhood Association, Inc. 

Ms. Bethanie C. Grashof 

Mr. Randy Gue 

Ms. Jane Price Harmon 

Ms. Maureen Healy 

Dr. Edwin Kuehn 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Janney 

Mr. Handy Johnson, Jr. 

Mr. Charles M. Lee 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Leslie 

Mr. Thomas F. Little 

Mr. John W. Mangham 

Mr. & Mrs. Reynolds McClatchey, Jr. 

Ms. Leigh McDougal 

Ms. Robin Meyer 

Dr. & Mrs. Felton Norwood 

Olmsted Linear Park Alliance, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen G. Omundsen 

Ms. Amanda Robinson 

Ms. Annette B. Satterfield 

Ms. Susan Schlittler & Mr. George Gary 

Ms. Betty M. Seely 

Mr. Samuel J. Shepherd 

Ms. Ruth A. Shults & Mr. Charles Bradley 

Ms. Elizabeth H. Smith 

Ms. Eunice Swift Smith 

Ms. Tammy Spain 

Mr. Ryan Taylor 

Ms. Mary Hardin Thornton 

Mr. & Mrs. William Turner 

Mr. David Vaughan 

Mrs. Linda L. Ware 

Ms. Cindy Weinbaum 

Westview Cemetery, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Knox Wilmer 

Mr. Richard L. Wilson & Mr. Mickey Betts 

Mr. John Wolfinger 

Gifts In-Kind 

Mr. Howell E. Adams III 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Merrell Calhoun 

Ms. Deborah Casey 

Mrs. Thomas Hal Clarke, Sr. 

Mr. F.H. Boyd Coons 

Dakota Blue 

4-D Printing 

The Flower Lady 

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Gatewood 

Mr. T. Furlow Gatewood 

Mrs. John B. Gillespie 

Intown Business Center 

Mr. David Y. Mitchell 

Patterson Parking 

Neal G. Patton 

Rhodes Bakery 

Ria's Bluebird 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles U. Slick 

Mr. Lee Turner 

Viridis Garden Design 

Ms. Chrissie Wayt 

 

Matching Gift Participating Companies 

Caterpillar Foundation 

IBM Corporation 

Gartner, Inc. 

RLI Insurance Company 

The APC appreciates every donation, including 

those under $125 which space does not permit 

us to include.  We apologize for any errors or 

omissions on this list. 

THANK YOU TO OUR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 DONORS 
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LOST PROPERTIES:  Submitted by Hoke Kimball 

 In August 2018, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta (UUCA) building at 1911 

Cliff Valley Road was demolished in order to make way for an expanded campus for Children's 

Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA).   

The UUCA building was completed in 1966 and was de-

signed by the architectural firm of Toombs, Armisano and 

Wells.  Joseph Armisano initiated the modern design of a 

round sanctuary with stadium seating within a square build-

ing.  Mr. Armisano left the over budgeted project but archi-

tect Tom Ventulett came up with revised plans the congre-

gation could afford.   

The building received two awards for its design in 1976, 

one from the National Conference on Church Architecture and one from the American Socie-

ty for Church Architecture. The UUCA met previously in buildings at Boulevard and North 

Avenue as well as earlier locations in Atlanta dating as far back as 1884.  The new location for 

UUCA will be at 2650 North Druid Hills Road.   

Save the dates March 2 through March 24, 2019, for the Atlanta Preservation Center’s award-winning  

Phoenix Flies: A Celebration of Atlanta’s Historic Sites. The three-week festival will showcase approximate-

ly 100 Preservation Partners, offering over 200 events, including guided walking tours, lectures, storytelling, 

open houses and more, all available to the public free of charge.  Most of our 2018 partners will return in 

2019, along with many new partners including the Met-Candler Warehouses, the old Elks Club Building 

(now Atlanta Legal Aid), the Freedom Park Conservancy, the Klonberg Wall, Oglethorpe University, Park 

Pride, the Patch Works Art & History Center, the DeKalb History Center, the Hargrett Rare Book & Man-

uscript Library at UGA, the Imperial Opa Circus, and the Summerhill Neighborhood Tour.   

APC members should receive their program in the ma4il in early February.  Questions?  Contact Phoenix 

Flies Coordinator, Carole M Schenck at phoenixflies@preserveatlanta.com  or 404-688-3353, ext. 14.  

Exterior view of the UUCA building and 

campus.  

Photo by Hoke Kimball 

Interior view of the UUCA building with its 

modern design of a round sanctuary 

equipped with stadium seating within a 

square building campus.  

Photo by Hoke Kimball 

DONATE:  POWER2GIVE 2019 PHOENIX FLIES  

Phoenix Flies partners pictured from top left, to right: Hargrett Rare Book & 

Manuscript Library at UGA, the New Hope AME church, Kronberg Wall, Impe-

rial OPA! Circus, Oglethorpe University, and the DeKalb History Center. 

Will help our Phoenix soar? 

 

Your gift to Power2Give will 

support the 2019 Phoenix 

Flies Celebration.   

Visit https://power2give.org/

campaigns/907 to donate.  

Through Power2Give, each 

donation goes even further, 

with a match up to $5,000!  

Looking for a holiday gift? 

Donate in honor of your 

favorite history buff!   

 

Don’t wait:  this opportunity 

ends January 1! 

https://power2give.org/campaigns/907
https://power2give.org/campaigns/907
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APC’s FALL FUNDRAISER:  “CREATION AND PRESERVATION” 

On October 19, 2018, the Atlanta Preservation Center hosted its annual fall fundraiser.  Guests en-

joyed refreshments and décor from our sponsors Wieland Catering, Susan Massar, the Flower Lady, 

Inc., Viridis Garden Design, and former Board Member, Neal G. Patton donated event photog-

raphy. Joseph Kirkland (Southern Art Music Initiative, LLC) entertained guests with arrangements of 

classical guitar and contemporary pieces.  

 

This year’s theme was “Creation & Preservation,” a recognition of the continuum embedded in the 

act of creating beautiful and useful structures and landscapes, from their inception, construction, 

upkeep, and restoration.  This year we honored twenty-seven individuals and three businesses for 

their efforts promoting preservation and upholding the mission of the Atlanta Preservation Center.  

 

The Atlanta Preservation Center bestowed awards in four categories:  the Keystone Award, which 

honors extraordinary service to the mission of the Atlanta Preservation Center: preservation and 

protection of Atlanta’s architecturally, historic, and culturally significant buildings, neighborhoods 

and landscapes.  Recipients of this award were:  Myrna Anderson-Fuller, Regina Brewer, Maureen 

and John Foley, the Hotel Clermont, Patricia and Gerry Hull, Christopher Jones and Rogers Smith, 

Windell Keith, Ponce City Market, Cameron Sexton, and Mary Ann and Lloyd Whitaker.  The 

Gibson Cornwell Keystone Award is a variation of the Keystone Award, specifically recognizing the 

efforts of preservation non-professionals in effecting preservation.  This year’s recipients were the 

Rogers Family, Melodie and Peter, Ian Michael, Britton, and Laura, for their restoration of the his-

toric Glenn House in Inman Park. The third award, a new designation for this year, is the 

Vitruvius Award, which recognizes artistic creations and contributions in the architecture, 

design, and preservation fields in service to the APC’s mission. Vitruvius awardees were:  

Jeff Clemmons, Bruce Henson and Hoke Kimball, Susan Massar, Historical Concepts, 

Victoria Gillespie, Stuart Haddow, Paul Hammock, and Chrissie Stevens Wayt. Finally, 

the newly-inaugurated Edifice Award, which recognizes extraordinary service to the institu-

tion of the Atlanta Preservation Center.  It was awarded to Howell E. Adams and Now-

land B. Gwynn. 

  

Over many years, the assembled group has made many notable contributions to the City.  

Some of their contributions include expertise and financial assistance and leadership in 

support of preservation projects, such as the restoration of the L. P. Grant Mansion, 

preservation of the Hammonds House Museum and revitalization of the West End neigh-

borhood, preservation guidance and National Register application initiatives, authorship 

of history and preservation-focused books, development of history-focused summer 

camps for youth, preservation of the architectural arts, restoration, adaptive reuse, or 

relocation of public buildings and private residences; and the contribution of artistic and 

creative efforts in support of making historic spaces a greater part of their communities. 

Floral displays by The Flower Display 

with a special exhibition of  

architectural sketches by  

Historical Concepts. 

Edifice Award Recipients Nowland Gwynn (L) and 

Howell Adams (R). 

Boyd Coons, with Myrna Anderson-Fuller, former  

Executive Director of the  

Hammonds  House Museum 

Boyd, pictured at upper left with: Paul 

Hammock, Victoria Gillespie, Stuart 

Haddow, and Chrissie Wayt; at bottom 

left, with Gerry and Patty Hull, Maureen 

and John Foley; at center, Dan and Jen-

nifer Osbourne; at bottom right with 

Mary Ann and Lloyd Whitaker. 
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MEET NEW FRIENDS WITH CIRCA:  APC’S SOCIAL AUXILLARY 

HISTORICAL CONCEPTS ARCHITECTURAL SKETCH EXHIBITION 

Did you know you can join the most interesting history group in Atlanta for only $15 per year? It’s called 

CIRCA. What began as an auxiliary of the Atlanta Preservation Center is now a fun, energetic group that 

has visited more than 200 amazing venues of historical and architectural interest.  

 

The original CIRCA group started 30 years ago to bring together individuals concerned with preservation 

efforts and sites in the city of Atlanta. It was known as the “Young Professionals Group.” While some of us 

have outgrown that title, CIRCA is still growing and always welcomes new members.  

 

You might say CIRCA keeps the spirit of Phoenix Flies alive throughout the year. Each month, March 

through December, members meet and tour public and private buildings, learning about their past, present 

and future.  So far this year, CIRCA has strolled through the Pratt-Pullman Yards, Crestlawn Cemetery, 

Morris Brown College, the Marietta Campground, Hotel Clermont, the Glenn House, and a behind-the-

scenes tour of Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport.   

 

We always welcome suggestions, and we’re starting to generate new ideas for 2019. You can send sugges-

tions to CIRCA’s Board President, Dan Knapp, at dannyjknapp@yahoo.com or join the CIRCA Facebook 

page to share your thoughts.  

 

You can add CIRCA to your APC membership at any time. You can join the group when you renew your 

annual membership or come to a CIRCA event and sign up there. You’ll then receive special e-mail invita-

tions to all events and become part of a fun-loving group of architecture and history fans.  

 

Want to give CIRCA a try?  First-time guests are always free!  For more information or to sign up for CIRCA, contact the APC at 

 membership@preserveatlanta.com.    

During the 2018 Phoenix Flies Celebration, the APC reached out to the architectural firm of Historical 

Concepts to consider ways to participate in our event.  The Vitruvius Award-winning firm offered to 

share with us their daily practice of sketching with traditional hand-drawn techniques.  Each day during 

the Phoenix Flies Celebration, the architects of Historic Concepts were encouraged to sketch a historic 

building in Atlanta or another locale. 

 

Sketching is a vital practice for architects.  It is a tool to allow exploration of design solutions, communi-

cate design visions, and to inspire a different, better future. The firm began their practice two years ago, 

using lessons found in Richard Scott’s book Sketching from Square One.   Every morning, each studio member receives an email with a 

sketch subject.  The objective is to sketch the subject in 15 minutes, allowing the artist to exercise creativity and strengthen the connection 

between the hand and the mind.  Daily sketch prompts have included buildings, as well as penguins, Porsches, and a skull for Halloween. 

 

Over the past two years, the firm has accumulated over 2,000 daily sketches; as a result, Historical Concepts was delighted to partner with 

the Atlanta Preservation Center in a display of a few hundred of these sketches for its annual fundraiser.  This exhibition is ongoing and 

can be visited during weekdays in the historic L. P. Grant Mansion’s beautiful drawing room.  The firm has also established an Instagram 

account (http://www.instagram.com/historicalconcepts_sketches/)to share these works.   

 

The firm was founded in 1982 by James L. Strickland with a commitment to create original architectural works that were informed by the 

classical tradition and lessons of historic precedent.   The firm provides traditional architecture and planning to residential, developer, 

and civic clients. One of Strickland’s  key standards, as the company website notes, is “By imagining the history of a property and home, 

he considers how it would have originated, how various buildings on a property may have been used and changed, re-purposed, or added 

to over time.”  With roots in the South, Historical Concepts is known for work that expresses grace, casual elegance, hospitality, and a 

strong sense of place.  

 

The Atlanta Preservation Center was pleased to honor Historical Concepts with a Vitruvius Award for their efforts to foster artistic skills 

in architecture during our fall fundraiser.  For more about this event and the Vitruvius award, see page 7. 

Above, a CIRCA tour of the Inman 

Park Glenn House restoration; 

below, a tour of the Morris Brown 

Campus, including W.E.B. Du-

Bois’ office in Fountain Hall. 



Sunday, November 11, 2018 marked the 100-year anniversary of the 

signing of the armistice that ended fighting between the Allies and 

Germany during World War 1. In honor of this year’s Centennial of 

the armistice, the Atlanta Preservation Center worked to highlight 

Atlanta’s role in the war, its citizens fighting in its battles and contrib-

uting to the war effort, and share sites across Atlanta with significance 

to World War I. Through a weeklong series of membership emails, 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram posts, we shared photos and sto-

ries of the role women played in supporting the war from home, the 

soldier who fired the first U.S. shot in the war, the Atlanta monument to the war, and more.  If you missed 

our outreach, we encourage to revisit our social media feeds for more information. 

 

World War I, known at the time as the “Great War,” marked the advent of modern warfare with the usage 

of trench warfare, aviation, chemical agents, and numerous technological and tactical advances.  It was 

marked by prolonged fighting, widespread civilian impacts, an epidemic of the Spanish Flu, and massive military mobilization.  While unre-

solved rivalries would eventually lead to the outbreak of World War II, the effort to prevent another war like this one lead to the creation of 

the League of Nations, President Woodrow Wilson’s precursor to the modern-day United Nations. While this armistice followed closely be-

hind other armistices with Bulgaria, the Ottoman Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, it significantly called for the cessation of hostili-

ties, the release of Allied prisoners and interned civilians, and the withdrawal of German forces, the surrender of aircraft, warships, and mili-

tary materials, among many other requirements. 

 

The socio-cultural impacts of this new form of warfare resulted in significant reflection to the experiences of the soldiers, many of them buried 

abroad or left behind in the fields and forests of expansive battlefields.  The observance of this Armistice Day, later called Veteran’s Day in 

the United States, took hold in many of the participating nations.  Pictured here are some of the sites we featured:  
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From top left, clockwise:  Officer’s Quarters at Fort McPherson; the grave of WWI veteran Rev. Roscoe Sims at the Chestnut Hill Cemetery; A 1916 

Fourth of July parade depicted by American Impressionist Childe Hassam; First Lady Ellen Louise Axson Wilson, one of the many area women who 

contributed to the war effort; a postcard of Fort Gordon, which opened in July of 1917 and became home to the 82nd Airborne Division; a parade down 

Peachtree Street; the grave of Private Lewis C. Knox at South-View Cemetery; the Westview Cemetery grave of Captain Dickson Robert Henry, one of 

the many Atlanta WWI soldiers who participated in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, the largest in  U.S. military history; the Wimbish House, home to the 

Atlanta Woman’s Club, whose members provided critical wartime support. 

Pershing Point Memorial, located at 

the northern intersection of Peachtree 

Street at W. Peachtree 

APC RECOGNIZES THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD WAR 1 ARMISTICE 

David Yoakley Mitchell has joined the APC as the Director of Operations.  A native of Rome, Georgia - he has a 

long connection with this state and region.  He is a graduate of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (BFA-96) 

where he studied historical photography and anthropology, and also attended the National College of Art and De-

sign in Dublin, Ireland.  He will enhance APC’s corporate/guided walking tour operations, restructure our educa-

tional and communication efforts, and strengthen our relationships within Grant Park and partnerships throughout 

the city.  He has over 20 years of experience in non-profit work, serves on various culturally engaged boards and has 

been involved with various preservation projects both locally and regionally.  He has a long accord with the Hargrett 

Rare Book & Manuscript Library of the University of Georgia and believes that preservation (both historic and cul-

tural) is best understood when engaged.  

David Yoakley Mitchell (center) pictured with two staff members of Frederick Douglass High School 

New Faces at the APC 
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EDUCATION 

Discovery Camp: 
 

On June 18-22 the Atlanta Preservation Center held its annual Discovery Camp.  This unique camp is a 

partnership with the Atlanta Mission, a 501(c)(3) organization and a Christian ministry providing emergency 

shelter, rehab and recovery services, vocational training, services, and transitional housing to Atlanta families 

experiencing homelessness.  During this camp, the APC provides access to historic sites and educational 

opportunities to a small group of children who are experiencing homelessness and being served by the Mis-

sion. We are grateful to be able to provide enriching experiences that these children might not otherwise be 

able to access.  During camp, the children participate in educational field trips to sites such as the Wren’s 

Nest, Atlanta History Center, Fort Walker, and more.  Campers are also provided a daily lunch, frequently 

donated by a Grant Park area restaurant, along with two daily snacks.  Please contact us if you would be 

interested in supporting this unique opportunity.  

 

Patriot’s History Camp: 
 

Over  July 9-13, the Atlanta Preservation Center, in partnership with the Atlanta Town Committee of the 

Colonial Dames, offered its second Patriot’s History Camp. The goal of the camp was to encourage preser-

vation through an appreciation of America’s heritage.  As a special opportunity for 12 incoming 4th-6th 

grade (aged 9-12) children, the camp’s objectives were to engage and educate children through lessons on 

history and civics.  The hope is that these budding young preservationists and historians will value the roots 

of our country, learn to critically engage with history and encourage preservation through good citizenship. 

 

 The camp was held at the historic L. P. Grant Mansion, along with field trips to the State Capitol and other 

sites. The daily curriculum included hands-on activities and crafts, journaling and role-playing, and more.  

Lessons featured creative problem solving, special demonstrations, a unique Colonial High Tea, as well as 

Colonial and modern games.  Volunteers from the Atlanta Town Committee of the Colonial Dames also 

provided a daily a home-cooked Colonial lunch. 

 

Fees for the camp were waived thanks to generous donations of scholarships— a $350 value supported by 

the Atlanta Town Committee of the Colonial Dames.  For more information about the 2019 Patriot’s Histo-

ry Camp, please contact APC Board Member Chrissie Wayt at cswayt@att.net, call/text 404-213-4120; or 

contact the Atlanta Preservation Center at 404-688-3353/info@preserveatlanta.com.  

 ANCS Field Trip: 

 
The Atlanta Neighborhood Charter School Middle School, located in the former Anne E. West Elemen-

tary School built in 1959, visited the L. P. Grant Mansion as a part of a field trip in partnership with the 

Historic Oakland Cemetery.  The visit coincided with the centennial anniversary of the signing of the World 

War I armistice, so the two organizations worked to provide a glimpse into the World War 1 life of Atlanta 

residents.  APC’s membership coordinator and Oakland Cemetery Board member Ruth Middleton pulled 

double duty with our organizations, along with assistance from Oakland’s Marcy Breffle and Sean Diaz, and 

helped the middle-school aged children learn about Atlanta’s soldiers and wartime experience.  Director of 

Operations, David Mitchell, created an exhibit of WWI artifacts, including a French soldier’s uniform, nu-

merous photos, period-appropriate military and photographic equipment, and more. 

Julie Pender Gannon and Ria’s Bluebird Café donated lunches for 

At top left, Discovery Camp children visit the Atlanta Botanical Garden.. Next, Patri-

ot’s Camp activities included a special visit from reenactors, educational lectures by 

Stuart Haddow, historic costuming, and a tableau vivant  re-enactment of Emanuel 

Leutze’s Washington Crossing the Delaware.  Below and at right, ANCS children 

enjoy a visit to Oakland Cemetery and discovering a collection of WW1 artifacts and 

photos at the L. P. Grant Mansion. 
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APC’s 2018 FALL MEMEBERS’ EXCURSION 

On November 3, the APC hosted its second Fall Excursion.  Forty APC members joined APC staff on a special 

trip to the historic town of Clinton, Georgia, southeast of Macon.  The tour was led by APC’s Director of Opera-

tions, David Mitchell, and historian William Bragg, with additional details and anecdotes from several local resi-

dents, including Earlene Hamilton. 

 

Clinton offered our guests a glimpse into a unique and influential point in Georgia’s history.  The city was estab-

lished in 1807and became the county seat of the newly established Jones County in 1808. At the time, this was the 

far western frontier of Georgia settlement. The town’s establishment closely followed the Creek Indian treaty of 

land secession and the area across the nearby Ocumulgee River would remain under Native American control 

until the 1820s.   

 

 

The town grew rapidly and 1820 census records indicate that only Savannah, Augusta, and Milledgeville had greater populations; Jones 

County was the most densely populated in the state, with 43.5 people per square mile.  The 1830 census lists a population of 13,345 

inhabitants (a significant increase from 85 in 1810) and these early decades saw the growth of the town’s principal antebellum structures.  

These including several neoclassical mansions by Daniel Pratt, one of Georgia’s foremost early 19th Century master craftsman-architects, 

known for his sensitivity to classical design details. His work featured Federal porticos, delicate mantels, medallions, mantels, wainscot-

ing, fanlight windows and more.  Industrial enterprises were founded by Samuel Griswold and others, including the earliest and most 

extensive manufacturing establishments of cotton gins in the United States.  The city’s fortunes began a slow decline as early as 1822 and 

continued into the 1880s.  Following the Creek Indian’s 1821 cession of lands across the Ocmulgee and Flint rivers, settlers began to 

move further westward and the population of Clinton slowly declined.  Major industry moved to Griswoldville and its access to the Cen-

tral of Georgia Railway.  In early summer 1864, the city was looted and partially burned by Stoneman’s Raiders; by November Clinton 

was occupied by elements of Sherman’s right wing, resulting in further destruction.  In the 1880s, a rail line bypassed the city and the 

town of Gray was founded to the east as its major station, situated to access the county’s agricultural produce, particularly peaches.  In 

1905, Gray became the new county seat. In the 1950s, the new highway 129 bypassed the area. Despite these setbacks, Clinton remained 

influential, electing several African-American officials to the state legislature during the Reconstruction period, notably granite mason 

Jacob “Jake” P. Hutchings, and sending James H. Blount to the U.S. House of Representatives from 1873-1893.  The 1970s brought a 

push from Clinton’s residents to acknowledge and begin restoration of their historic fabric.  These efforts successfully placed the Old 

Clinton Historical District on the National Register of Historic Places, the Old Clinton Historical Society was organized, and the Old 

Clinton War Days began to recognize the area’s two Civil War battles:  the Battle of Sunshine Church and the Battle of Griswoldeville. 

 

Our tour opened at the circa-1821 Clinton Methodist Church, sheathed in white clapboards with eight-over-eight 

double-hung windows and shutters; a short wooden steeple rose from the pitched roof.  Inside, a small vestibule 

led congregants down two side aisles. Each aisle was flanked by wooden pews and a line of thin columns follow-

ing the center of the beadboard ceiling.  Its original congregation would have felt at home in the structure, gazing 

up at its slightly raised pulpit and alter, while a late 19
th
 century pump organ by the D. S. Johnston company sat 

to one side. 

 

Our next stop was the 1826 Jones-Ross house, which featured many of the architec-

tural elements we would learn to spot throughout the day, including detailed wain-

scoting, plaster ceiling medallions, a fan window, and ornately decorated staircases.  

We moved on, strolling through the adjacent Clinton cemetery. Our guides pointed 

out the extensive ornamentation on the wrought iron fences, such as willow trees and 

lambs, both common Christian motifs.  Other distinctive features of the cemetery 

were the hand-quarried granite walls surrounding multiple plots.  We learned that 

these stones came from an area known as “Jake’s Woods.”  “Jake” was Jacob P. 

Hutchings, a slave of the Hutchings family, who became known for his skills as a 

granite mason and graveyard architect.  He also located the stone outcropping from 

which much of the area’s granite would be sourced, including for use as curbs along 

the town’s wide-set streets. (Following the conclusion of the formal tour, a dedicated 

group hiked through the woods for a first-hand look at Jake’s quarry.) 

 

The historic town was laid out with some early colonial elements; its layout is mod-

eled after the plan associated with Washington, Georgia, and features a central 

square within a grid of streets.  David swept his arm out, pointing along the roadway.  “Everything you see here is exactly as it was in 

1864. The only thing that has changed is the asphalt.”  Our tour included the Lockett-Blount-Hamilton House (1830), the Mitchell-

Smith-Bowen-Blair house (1818), the McCarthy-Pope house (1810), the home of Jacob Hutchings, a continuation of the Clinton Ceme-

tery, and the site of the former courthouse, which burned in the late 1920s.  We also saw the Pine Ridge School house, circ. 1880s, and 

the Johnson Law Office, which had been relocated to a new site under the initiative of William Lamar Cawthon Jr., a mentor to David 

Mitchell.  “This building, this town.  This is real preservation,” David said as he gestured to the law office and the school. “And in order 

to understand preservation, you have to touch it, feel it, smell it.”   

Stair detail, Jones-Ross House 

Clinton Methodist Church 

(L) Lockett-HamiltonHouse (1830) , Jones-Ross House (R) 

(L) McCarthy-Pope House (circa 1810) ;  (R) Pine Ridge School 
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Calendar at a Glance & Upcoming Events 

 
Phoenix Flies, March 2-24, 2019 

Spring Excursion to Natchez, MS, March 28-31, 2019 

A lecture by Dr. Robert Craig is coming in the spring.  

Stay tuned for announcements! 
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